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Date: 26th March 2026

Dear Students, Parents and Carers,

GCSE Exam Regulations – Important Information for Students and Parents

As we approach the GCSE examination season, we want to ensure that both students and families fully understand the key regulations set out by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). These rules apply to every exam and are essential to maintain fairness, protect student results, and ensure the smooth running of the exam period.

Please read the information below carefully and discuss it together at home.

Before Each Exam

· Ensure students know the date, time, and room for every exam.
· Arrive 10–15 minutes early to allow time to settle.
· Students must leave bags, coats and non‑essential items where staff indicate.
· Bring only the equipment required for that exam.

What Students MUST Bring

· A black pen (plus spares).
· Required equipment (pencils, ruler, calculator—if permitted for that paper).
· A transparent pencil case or clear plastic bag.

Items Strictly NOT Allowed in Exam Rooms

The following items are banned in all exam rooms:
· Mobile phones
· Smartwatches or any device with storage/wireless capability.
· Earbuds or headphones.
· Notes, revision materials or books (unless the exam specifically allows them).
· Calculator lids/cases.

⚠️ JCQ treats possession of a banned device as malpractice. This can lead to marks being lost or the student being disqualified. Please ensure no devices are brought into the exam room.

During the Exam

· Students must follow all instructions given by invigilators.
· There must be no communication with other students.
· Exam papers must not be opened until told to begin.
· If help is needed, students must raise a hand.
· All answers must be written in black ink.
After the Exam

· Students must stop writing immediately when asked.
· Remain seated and silent while papers are collected.
· Leave the exam room quietly and respectfully once dismissed.

Malpractice and Consequences

JCQ takes exam misconduct extremely seriously. Breaking the rules—intentionally or accidentally—may result in:
· A formal warning
· Loss of marks
· Disqualification from one or more exams

Please support your child in understanding how important it is to follow all regulations carefully.

If You Have Questions

If you or your child have any worries about exam arrangements, rules, equipment or procedures, please get in touch:

Exams and Data Manager: Ms E Sayle – esayle@rudheathsenioracademy.org.uk
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs R Rive – rrive@rudheathsenioracademy.org.uk
Head of Year: Mr P Brown – pbrown@rudheathsenioracademy.org.uk

We wish all our students the very best in their upcoming examinations and thank families for their ongoing support.

Yours faithfully,


Ms E Sayle
Exams & Data Manager
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