
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HT5 How do I revise all of the key content in the Listening 
Exam? 

Knowledge Organiser 

What are we learning about?: 
 

A. Chamber Ensembles  

B. Form and Structure 

C. Keywords 

D. Devices 

E. Eras of Music 

F. Self-Assessment 

Keywords for this Half Term 
Neapolitan 6th 

Sustained 
Ornamentation 
Perfect Cadence 

Imperfect Cadence 
Canon 

Inversion 

A:  
Chamber Ensembles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

C: Keywords 

Neapolitan 6th Pivot Chord 

Sustained Holding a note/chord 
Ornamentation Used to decorate a melody  

Perfect Cadence Found at the end of a phrase.  
Chord V – I (5 – 1) 

Plagal Cadence Found at the end of a phrase. 
Chord IV – I (4 – 1) 

Imperfect 
Cadence 

Found at the end of a phrase. 
Chord ? – V (? – 5) 

Canon One musical idea after another with a 
staggered entrance 

Inversion Change in Interval or Chord 

 

D:  
Devices 
 

• Repetition – The exact repeat of a musical idea. 
• Contrast – A change in the musical content. 
• Anacrusis – A lead in. A note or beat before the first full bar 

of a piece. 
• Imitation – When a musical idea is copied in another part. 
• Sequence – The repetition of a motif (short melody) in the 

same part but at a different pitch. 
• Ostinato – A musical pattern repeated many times. This is 

known as a riff in modern music. 
• Syncopation – Off beat or where the weaker beats of a 

rhythm are emphasised. 
• Dotted rhythms – A dot placed after a note. This increases 

the note by half its own value, giving a jagged effect to the 
rhythm. 

• Drone – A repeated or sustained note or notes held 
throughout a passage of music. The drone will be diatonic 
and use either the Tonic or the Tonic and Dominant notes.  

• Pedal – A held or repeated note, against which changing 
harmonies are heard. 

• Canon – A device in which a melody is repeated exactly in an 
other part while the initial melody continues and develops. 

• Conjunct movement – When the melody mainly moves in 
step. 

• Disjunct movement – When the melody ‘leaps’ from one 
note to another. 

• Broken chord/Arpeggio – A chord played as separate notes. 
• Alberti bass – A type of broken chord accompaniment. 
• Regular Phrasing – The balanced parts of melody. 
• Motif – A short melodic or rhythmic idea that has a 

distinctive character. 
• Chord progressions – A sequence or series or chords related 

to each other and in a particular key. 
• Modulation – The process of changing key. 

 
 
 

B:  
Form and Structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 

• Verse Chorus form – Intro Verse 

Chorus etc.  

 

• Binary from –  A    B 

 

• Ternary form –  A    B    A 

 

• Rondo form –  A    B    A    C     

 

• Minuet and Trio – Minuet  Trio  

Minuet 

 

• Variation from – Theme  Variation 1, 

2, 3 etc 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G:  
Eras of Music 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

H: 
Self-Assessment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 


