
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HT2 How do we analyse Popular Music? Knowledge Organiser 

What are we learning about?: 
 

A. What form is used within Pop Song 

structure? 

B. What are some of the musical 

features found in Africa? 

C. Keywords 

D. Why are Ballads so popular? 

E. How do I use MAD TSHIRT to 

answer the 10 mark question? 

F. What technique do we use to 

compare versions of the same 

song? 

G. What Articulation might appear in 

a score? 

H. Self-Assessment 

Keywords for this Half Term 
Modulation  

Pedal 
Power Chord 

Bridge Passage 
Binary  
Ballad  

Ternary 
Call and Response 

Imitation  
Ostinato 

Palm Mute  
Unison 

Glissando  
Timpani 

 

A:  
What form is used within Pop Song 
structure? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

C: Keywords 

Modulation Change of Key 

Pedal Sustained noted 

Power Chord Chord with the 1st and 5th note (no 3rd)  

Bridge Passage Section in a song that provides contrast 

Binary Two-part structure. AB 
Ballad  Slow love song 

Ternary Three-part structure. ABA 

Call and Response Question and Answer phrase 
Imitation  Repetition in another Instrumental/Vocal 

part 

Ostinato Repeated Phrase 

Palm Mute  Dampening sound by putting palm on Strings 

Unison Playing together 
Glissando  Pitch bend. Slide between two notes 

Timpani Orchestra drum 

 

D:  
Why are Ballads so popular? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

E:  
How do I use MAD TSHIRT to answer the 10-mark question? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

B:  
What are some of the musical features found in Africa? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ballads are a form of narrative verse that can be either poetic or musical; not all ballads are 
songs. Many ballads tell stories, but this is not a mandatory attribute of the form. Many 

musical ballads are slow and emotionally evocative. 

 

A ballad with lyrics traditionally follows a pattern of rhymes.  
Every four-lines, either the first and third line will rhyme or the second and fourth lines will 

rhyme. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H: 
Self-Assessment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

F:  
What technique do we use to compare versions of the same song? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

G:  
What Articulation might appear in a score? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 


