
V 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HT1 How does Syncopation in Reggae Music give it its Characteristic Feel? Knowledge Organiser 

What are we learning about?: 

 
 

A. What musical genres come 

from the Caribbean? 

B. What textural layers appear 

in a Reggae song? 

C. Keywords 

D. What is the importance of a 

Riff? 

E. How do I compose lyrics for 

my Reggae song? 

F. What does it take to rehearse 

effectively  

Keywords for this Half Term 
 

Verse Chorus Form 

Syncopation 

Accidentals  

Dotted Notes 

Accents 

 

C: Keywords 
Verse Chorus Form A structure with two repeating 

sections (Verse and Chorus) 
Syncopation Off beat 
Accidentals A sign to show a change of Pitch  

(Sharp, Flat, Natural) 
Dotted Notes A change in the length of the note 

(Halve the length and then add on) 
Accents Emphasis / Stress on a note 
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D: What is the importance of a Riff? 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

E: How do I compose lyrics for my Reggae song? 
 
 
 
 

 

F: What does it take to rehearse effectively?  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Melody, Chords and Bass Line 

The steel pan, possibly the only 
instrument made out of industrial waste, 

has become an icon of Trinidadian 
culture. 

A riff is a repeated phrase or a background beat that grabs 
your attention and comes to represent the music in your 
memory. 
That is not an accident, it’s a very deliberate technique on the 
part of the composer or performer to stamp a mark of 
originality on their music. 
 

Bass  
Clef  

Bass Clef begins with B which is the 
second letter of Alphabet 

 
Remember this when you work 
out pitch and go up two letters 

To compose stylistic Reggae 
lyrics you should include; 

• Rhyming 

• Focus on the amount of 

syllables per line 

• A chosen theme linked 

with peace and love.  



 
 
 
 

HT1 How does Syncopation in Reggae Music give it its Characteristic Feel? Knowledge Organiser 

What are we learning about?: 

 
 

A. What musical genres come 

from the Caribbean? 

B. What textural layers appear 

in a Reggae song? 

C. Keywords 

D. What is the importance of a 

Riff? 

E. How do I compose lyrics for 

my Reggae song? 

F. What does it take to rehearse 

effectively  

Keywords for this Half Term 
 

Verse Chorus Form 

Syncopation 

Accidentals  

Dotted Notes 

Accents 

 

C: Keywords 
Verse Chorus Form A structure with two repeating 

sections (Verse and Chorus) 
Syncopation Off beat 

Accidentals A sign to show a change of Pitch  
(Sharp, Flat, Natural) 

Dotted Notes A change in the length of the note 
(Halve the length and then add on) 

Accents Emphasis / Stress on a note 

 

A: What musical genres come from 
the Caribbean? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 B: What textural layers appear in a 
Reggae song? 
 
 
 

 

D: What is the importance of a Riff? 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

E: How do I compose lyrics for my Reggae song? 
 
 
 
 

 

F: What does it take to rehearse effectively?  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Melody, Chords and Bass Line 

The steel pan, possibly the only 
instrument made out of industrial waste, 

has become an icon of Trinidadian 
culture. 

A riff is a repeated phrase or a background beat that grabs 
your attention and comes to represent the music in your 
memory. 
That is not an accident, it’s a very deliberate technique on the 
part of the composer or performer to stamp a mark of 
originality on their music. 
 

Bass  
Clef  

Bass Clef begins with B which is the 
second letter of Alphabet 

 
Remember this when you work 
out pitch and go up two letters 

To compose stylistic Reggae 
lyrics you should include; 

• Rhyming 

• Focus on the amount of 

syllables per line 

• A chosen theme linked 

with peace and love.  


